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F I L M S
Watch You Leave

Runtime: 5:24   Type: Music Video   Country: U.S.

Without Your Love

Runtime: 4:24   Type: Music Video   Country: U.S.

Nightmare

Runtime: 3:35    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.

"Nightmare" is about taking control of one’s self-image, self-esteem, & 
self-confidence. Taking back those things others try and take from us 
because of their own insecurities. "Nightmare" is the story of that journey. 
Adult Tommy is telling the story as-seen through the lens of a younger 
Tommy.

FRIDAY, 12/3

Convention Center
YUCCA BLOCK : 5-7PM

TheaterTheater

The World As She Knows It

Runtime: 8:33    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Mia has a lot of fun helping her father prepare for his 50th birthday party 
at their house. While assisting the guests, she accidentally discovers that 
her father is having an affair. In the midst of the celebration, she struggles 
with the weight of this discovery and whether she should confront her 
father, tell her mother, or keep the secret to herself.

Search Engines
Runtime: 1:35:00    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.

Sanity and relationships are put to the test when mysterious 
circumstances force a family to survive the annual American 
Thanksgiving holiday without their cell phones.



SAGUARO BLOCK 7-9PM : 

Nice Ride
Runtime: 3:07    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.

Symphonies/Maniacal
Runtime: 6:52    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.    

Two part music video following the story of a "deal" gone sideways and 
an act of revenge. Songs by This Modern and videos Directed by Chase 
Warren.

Amazon Queen

 Runtime: 1:26:00    Type: Drama    Country: U.S.
A dream vacation of a lifetime quickly turns into a hijacking, endangering 
passengers and crew, on a boat journey down the Amazon River and into 
the Brazilian rainforest. Desperate criminals storm aboard, pursuing a 
lost fortune in the jungle. Now under threat, and with food and fuel 
running low, the once idealistic tourists - now hostages - must use all their 
ingenuity as their cruise becomes a descent into a desperate struggle for 
survival.

Convention Center
CACTUS BLOCK : 5-7PM

Screen 1Screen 1

FRIDAY, 12/3

The Dark Places
Runtime: 16:21    Faith Based    Country: U.S.    

When a young woman’s depression drives her to despair, only the Father’s 
love can help her overcome the dark places.

Miracle in the Valley
Runtime: 1:35:28    Type: Faith Based    Country: U.S.

Thirteen year-old Melinda, born out of wedlock and scorned by 
many, desperately wants to know what happened to her real father, but no 
one in town will tell her.



Arapaho Truths
Runtime: 29:16    Type: Native American    Country: U.S.

The Northern Arapaho People of the Wind River Indian 
Reservation of Wyoming are storytellers. In an effort to pass 
their culture to the next generation the Elders tell the children 
four traditional stories, using clay animation, shadow puppets, 
paintings, drawings and performance, the children make the 
stories come to life.

REZ DOGS
Runtime: 1:30:00    Type: Native American    Country: U.S.

A group of Native American young adults living in a small town on 
the Navajo Reservation try to escape and find a better life, but its 
not easy as it seems.

FRIDAY, 12/3

CHOLLA BLOCK : 7-9PM

Convention Center
SUCCULENT BLOCK : 5-7PM

Screen 2Screen 2

Soyka
Runtime: 15:28    Type: Short Film    Country: U.S.  

Anna, a young woman from Belarus, tries to survive in New York City while 
dreaming of a better life. This intimate portrait of an individual showcases 
the experience of the American immigrant: loneliness, fear, happiness, self-
realization, and ultimately hope.

Inez & Doug & Kira
Runtime: 1:35:35    Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.   

When Inez (Tawny Cypress) took her own life after a long struggle with 
bipolar disorder and drug addiction, she left no note—only a pile of old 
photos strewn about her bed. The two people closest to her—her sister, Kira 
(Talia Thiesfield), and Kira’s fiancé, Doug (Michael Chernus) – are left with 
too many questions. Doug embarks on a self-destructive quest to decipher 
the significance of the photographs and understand what pushed Inez to slit 
her wrists one night. 



FRIDAY, 12/3

PARODIA BLOCK : 7-9PM

Shadow At the Door

Runtime: 3:43    Type: Horror/Sci Fi    Country: U.S.

In Roshni Bhatia’s short film, Shadow at the Door, a troubled young 
woman searches for an intruder in her home unaware that what she’s 
really looking for may be something she refuses to see.

Hideout

Runtime: 1:55:00    Horror/Sci Fi    Country: U.S.

Evading police at a remote farmhouse after fumbling a robbery, four criminals 
discover that the family living there is not who they appear to be.

SSccrreeeen 3n 3
Convention Center

 GOLDEN BARREL BLOCK : 5-7PM

Out of Commission

Runtime: 2:43    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.     

Out of Commission are the recurring thoughts one has after the 
decommissioning of a relationship; failed attempts one after another.

MICKEY HARDAWAY

Runtime: 19:23:00    Type: Drama    Country: U.S.   
  
A Young Sketch Artist visits a well renowned psychiatrist as his life 
begins sprawling out of control after years of Physical and Verbal Abuse 
has taken a toll on him.



Two Hitmen try to dispose of some trash but end up losing more than just 
their sanity.

Ms. Rossi

Runtime: 5:00    Type: Short    Country: Italy     

While on her way to a business meeting, Ms. Rossi takes an interesting detour.

Found Him

Runtime: 7:20    Type: Short    Country: U.S.  

COTTON TOP BLOCK : 7-9PM

FRIDAY, 12/3

GOLDEN BARREL BLOCK : 5-7PM

Colors

Runtime: 4:55    Type: Comedy    Country: U.S.

Samantha is bringing her new boyfriend, Robert, home to meet her 
family. But something about Robert doesn't sit well with her brother, Chase.

Waimea

Runtime: 10:20    Type: Comedy    Country: U.S.     

Rick and Vivian struggle with the biggest challenge of their married life.

Make My Mark

Runtime: 1:46:35    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.

A terrible plan turns into a dream come true for one American songwriter 
as he embarks on a dubious journey through Asia in this unusual mid-life 
crisis love story.

Akwaaba the Awakening

Runtime: 1:30:00    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

A full feature documentary film chronicling the lives of African-Americans 
from Los Angeles, CA, traveling to Africa The Motherland for the first time. 
Countries visited, Ghana, The Gambia, Ethiopia, Senegal, Tanzania



ALOE VERA BLOCK 7-9PM : 

IN THE DEATHROOM

Runtime: 18:40    Type: Action/Thriller    Country: U.S.

Fletcher, a reporter from The New York Times, has been captured 
by members of a South American dictatorship and brought into a 
"deathroom" for interrogation. Based on the short story by Stephen King.

EXTERNAL

Runtime: 1:23:00    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.

A revolutionary businessman tries to conquer the world with $2,000.

SSccrreeeen 1n 1
Jarrod's Coffee, Tea & Gallery

PRICKLY PEAR BLOCK : 5-7PM

Perfect Ending

Runtime: 6:15    Type: Action/Thriller    Country: China

At the urging of the editor, the nearly collapsed writer must finish writing his 
novel within a few hours. However, the truth of it is more complicated.

A Feral World

Runtime: 1:42:36    Type: Horror/Sci Fi    Country: U.S.

An orphaned boy in a post-apocalyptic world, meets a woman who is 
trying to find her lost daughter. Their journey together leads them face-to-
face with a despot who may have the daughter held captive.



Beautiful woman, unbalanced by madness, poisons her companions -- but 
why?  Are they friends?  Her bandmates?  Her doctors? Who can tell...

WWW.MESAINTERNATIONALFILMFESTIVAL.COM

FRIDAY, 12/3

SSccrreeeen 2n 2
Jarrod's Coffee, Tea & Gallery

BRITTLEBRUSH BLOCK : 5-7PM

The Pandemic Artist
Runtime: 6:22    Type: Comedy    Country: U.S.

During the lockdown a man searches for art and seeks to make sense of the world 

- without leaving the house.

The Painted Desert Project
Runtime: 4:51    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

Wendover: Why on Earth
Runtime: 1:03:00    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.

When two close friends team up with a budding videographer to cover an 
elite secret artist retreat in the middle of the Utah salt flats, they are 
completely underwhelmed, but discover something different that 
completely changes their perspective on this borderline gambling heaven.

Everybody Said
Runtime: 3:18    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.



FRIDAY, 12/3

CHUPAROSA BLOCK : 7-9PM

Cherry Pie

Runtime: 5:33    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.

Nothing so sweet and nostalgic than Cherry Pie! The 2nd 
collaboration between Fritzy and DOSES

A Second Chance

Runtime: 10:09    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

This documentary explains how hard it actually is to be 
homeless. I hope this documentary opens your eyes to 
what it is like to be homeless and how some people can’t 
just “get a job."

A NEW YORK STORY

Runtime: 49:00    Type: Narrative Feature   Country: U.S.

In the tumultuous summer of 2020, four entwined New 
Yorkers tell stories of how their lives have been shaped 
by the protests, the pandemic, and the unforeseen 
consequences of both.

Tavola

Runtime: 13:55    Type: International    Country: Italy

A chance encounter on 9th Avenue between two Italian 
Americans awakens a trail of memories, traditions, and 
delicious recipes. A story about the start of a new 
friendship over some pasta and a glass of wine.

Mermaid
Runtime: 14:13    Type: Short    Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

Milad abandons home and school to preserve her identity and having 
nowhere to go, she lives in ruins. Three rapist classmates who are tired of 
her absence, chase after her in secret and find her in a feminine appearance.

Tony and Ann Merritt Conference Center
Screen 1Screen 1

YARROW BLOCK : 5-7PM



Inhale
Runtime: 19:30    Type: International    Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

Ebrahim`s chronic insomnia has caused tension between him and his wife.

Basenji
Runtime: 1:20:33    Type: International    Country: Nepal

After his father is fired for writing an investigative report on 
Nepal's agricultural industry, a young man has his life spiral into a 
nightmare as a series of mysterious and increasingly disturbing events 
plunges him deeper and deeper into the horrifying secrets of his past.

AGAVE BLOCK : 7-9PM

Ring
Runtime: 14:07    Type: Drama    Country: India

FRIDAY, 12/3

YARROW BLOCK : 5-7PM

A couple in love and their twisted tale of an engagement ring. When the 
emotions of love and confusion confront each other, the heart must do 
what's right.

LASTCALL
Runtime: 19:00    Type: Short    Country: France

Life in a ordinary café is disrupted by the intrusion of a weird and 
authoritative woman who starts manipulating the customers as if they were 
puppets. In spite of themselves, they become both spectators and actors in a 
somewhat macabre drama. In this café turned into a stage, the life of a man 
from his birth to his death is (being) told. The story of his fate, bound to 
choices that are not always choices.

Janani's Juliet
Runtime: 53:00    Type: International    Country: India

Kausalya lost her husband (Shankar), when they were attacked by her 
own family. They had married against their families wishes. Deeply 
disturbed by a spate of honor killings in India, Indianostrum, a 
Pondicherry based theatre group sets out to introspect the implications of 
caste, class and gender.



FRIDAY, 12/3

Tony and Ann Merritt Conference Center
DESERT WILLOW BLOCK 5-7PM : 

Screen 2Screen 2

BAITULLAH
Runtime: 6:40    Type: Short    Country: India
Millions of children are engaged in child labour in India, in an increasingly 
growing number every year. And with that, millions of childhood dreams 
are never realised as a result of a lack of education. Baitullah is the story 
of one such child, with a dream, surviving in the maddening metropolis of 
Mumbai, waiting for someone to notice.

I Resign
Runtime: 6:30    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

“I Resign” is the first public short film about Institutional Racism.  It’s 
alarming to note that anti-national, anti-constitutional ideas of racism and 
race superiority are spreading fast in the land of freedom, especially in 
enterprises, threatening the very own foundation this great country was 
built upon. This short film is a look into the question - Is racism spreading 
in United States now?

Salt of the West

Runtime: 14:52    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

In a dystopian world where Arabs are segregated and their language is 
forbidden, an Arab girl attempts to preserve her identity by learning 
Arabic and holding on to a banned book that puts her family at risk.

Indian Space Dreams
Runtime: 1:16:42    Type: International    Country: India

Scientists at Mumbai's Tata Institute of Fundamental Research have been 
working since 2001 to build and launch Astrosat. If successful, it will allow 
astronomers to study black holes as never before and get closer to 
understanding how our universe is formed. But as things start to go 
wrong, they soon discover the enormity of the challenge they have taken 
on. Filmed over 5 years, we follow these astronomers on this 'topsy-turvy 
ride' to space



FRIDAY, 12/3

MILKWEED BLOCK : 7-9PM

City Screen
CARDINAL BLOCK 5-7PM : 

Honest Living
Runtime: 9:31    Type: Short Film    Country: U.S.     

Hello Darlin’
Runtime: 1:38:00    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: United Kingdom

Armed robber Les Dalton is on parole from prison and now he’s out 
everyone wants to know where the unrecovered gold is. For nine years 
people have waited for his release only to be told he knows nothing about the 
missing gold. Only problem is nobody believes him including the retired 
detective who headed the original manhunt. 

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

The Pentinent Thief
Runtime: 1:33:00    Type: Faith    Country: U.S.

The Penitent Thief is the story of the two unnamed men who were 
crucified alongside Jesus and how they came to be beside him on the 
cross that fateful day.



The Box: Out of the Impossible

Runtime: 46:56    Documentary    Country: U.S.

At 20 years old, Maddie Caballo escaped the psychological boundaries of 
her family leaving her alone to navigate a world she did not understand. 
After years of traditional therapy, the discovery of alternative therapy 
finally led her back into inhabiting the body that she had vacated long 
ago.

My Dear Mother
Runtime: 1:26:03    Type: Documentary    Country: Finland

Dasha is a native nine-year-old Lapp girl. She is an inmate of a Russian 
orphanage, even when she is not an orphan. Tasha believes that her 
mother is dead and that her father is in jail for life. To survive she has 
found a Russian stepmother at the orphanage. One day her biological 
mother suddenly calls her. In the background of Tasha’s fate lurks the 
greater global narrative about the “stolen generations”.

CACTUS WREN BLOCK 7-9PM : 

FRIDAY, 12/3

18 Main St Underground
CHICKORY BLOCK 5-7PM : 

Buzzkill
Runtime: 39:47    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

German pharmaceutical giant Bayer AG installs a light-hearted mural 
about bees in the quaint Oakhurst section of Decatur, Georgia. What they 
hadn't bargained on was the community’s offshoot conversation and 
response about the plight of bees, corporate-sponsored murals, fragile 
ecology and angry allegations of ̀ greenwashing.’

Everybody Flies
Runtime: 1:36:00    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

Everybody Flies' is Fact Not Fiction Films' latest feature 
documentary following former Airline Captain, Tristan Loraine, who 
uncovers the facts about the air we breathe on commercial aircraft.



FRIDAY, 12/3

 THISTLE BLOCK 7-9PM : 

Honor Among Thieves

Runtime: 9:59    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

When a planet-hopping cowboy-criminal (Jason R. Moore, Marvel’s The 
Punisher) returns to New Mexico after a heist-gone-wrong, he expects a 
hero’s welcome. Instead, he finds his mutinous crew have decided he’s no 
longer in charge.

Breakfast at the Sunset Saloon

Runtime: 10:18:00    Type: Student Film    Country: U.S.

In the Old West, a wicked salesman has created a Saloon of broken promises. 
His paradise falls when a girl comes to save her brother.

Jack Wyatt and the Gun From Hell

Runtime: 1:26:00    Avant Garde    Country: U.S.

After rescuing a mysterious drifter from certain death, a gold miner named 
Jack Wyatt is gifted a cursed pistol with unspeakable power. Little does he 
know that a gang of outlaws, led by the evil Thane Maddox, is searching 
for the notorious Gun from Hell.

SATURDAY, 12/4

TThheaeatteerr
Convention Center

 HORNED TOAD BLOCK : 12-2PM

A Conversation with Yusef Crowder
Runtime: 26:57    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.     

North Carolina native Yusef Crowder, recounts his story of racism and 
rhythm.

Raglin Tales
Runtime: 11:00    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Melva, Preston, and Sista take a shortcut through the park 
where neighborhood locals confront them; the kids defend their family 
name. Then head off the granny raglin’s house for cinnamon rolls but 
instead discover the secret about the “Hangin’ Man.”



American Breakfast
Runtime: 9:49    Type: Student Film    Country: U.S.

A portrait of 87-year-old John Pustilnick, whose colorful past converges with 
his present reality in a quaint mobile home in Arizona.

Climb
Runtime: 52:00:00    Documentary    Country: U.S.

The story of a Santa Barbara triathlete that was nearly killed in a horrific 
training accident, survived, healed, rehabilitated, trained, and ultimately 
made it back to competition, winning the 2019 Santa Barbara Triathlon.

Hollywood Priest: The Story of Fr. “Bud” Kieser
Runtime: 1:05:00    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

He started off as a minister. He ended up as a mogul.

L'EAU EST LA VIE (WATER IS LIFE): FROM 
STANDING ROCK TO THE SWAMP

Runtime: 24:17    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

On the banks of Louisiana, fierce Indigenous women are ready to fight—to 
stop the corporate blacksnake and preserve their way of life. They are 
risking everything to protect Mother Earth from the predatory fossil fuel 
companies that seek to poison it.

Africans on the Mississippi - Cuttin' Cane

Runtime: 23:34    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

fricans on the Mississippi – Cuttin’ Cane is a short film episode of a five-
part docuseries, exploring the African American connection to water –
extending from the Senegal and Gambia Rivers to the Atlantic 
crossing, to the Mississippi River. This “forced” relationship influenced 
American music, food, art, language, and culture.

 HORNED TOAD BLOCK : 12-2PM

CHUCKWALLA BLOCK : 2-4PM

SATURDAY, 12/4



Battu

Runtime: 11:25    Type: Student Film    Country: U.S.

An amateur ballet dancer pursues her passion of becoming a professional 
ballerina, but the mental strains of trying to achieve her dream causes her 
to unravel.

Welcome To Forever

Runtime: 19:25    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

The brilliant designer of smart houses leaves a posthumous surprise for his 
widow.

The Legend of Sombreron

Runtime: 9:00    Type: Short    Country: Guatemala

Susana, an orphan, wakes from a nightmare gasping for air, and struggles 
to distinguish between reality and fantasy. Unsure who to trust, she 
maneuvers through a maze of eerie events set up by an evil being, 
Sombrerón. Frightened, she dismisses the warning signs as she seeks 
answers that only bring her closer to the darkness slowly surrounding her.

The Hunter
Runtime: 11:54    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Forty Years from Now
Runtime: 19:25    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Forty years after graduation, three High School friends reunite to fulfill a pact 
to dig up a coffee can they buried containing predictions and secrets written 
by their younger selves. The contents spark revelations about their past, 
while potentially changing the course of their futures.

Fighter
Runtime: 9:42    Type: Student Film    Country: U.S.

Angel always wanted better for herself, excelling in everything from 
school to boxing in order to achieve her dreams. Now for Angel, the 
stakes are higher than ever with a world pandemic and economic crisis. 
The only thing standing in the way of her and happiness is money. For 
Angel, underground fights are the only way she can accomplish her goals.

COUGAR BLOCK : 2-4PM

SATURDAY, 12/4



CODA and Q & A w/ Troy Kotsur

Fleeting Light of Man
Runtime: 2:56    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

A monk's faith is tested when he is forced to choose between obeying God's 
commandments and taking a child's life.

Soul and Life
Runtime: 6:34    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Bandits come to grips with their future lives while hiding out from the police 
after committing a robbery.

Cry Wolf
Runtime: 11:30    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

As if sexaholics weren’t aggressively scary enough, it seems some of 
them have fangs with a thirst for blood as intense as their taste for tail. 
This off-kilter short film follows the life and slaughter of a few unbelieving 
souls and one girl’s mission to hunt the hunters and get off in a different 
kind of way.

COUGAR BLOCK : 2-4PM

RATTLESNAKE BLOCK : 6-8PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

I N T E R N A T I O N A L

Runtime: 1:51:00    Type: Feature  Country: U.S.

As a CODA (Child of Deaf Adults) Ruby is the only hearing person in her 
deaf family. When the family's fishing business is threatened, Ruby finds 
herself torn between pursuing her love of music and her fear of 
abandoning her parents.



A loner by trade, Matt begins begins his first day at Escape Room Austin, a 
local mom and pop that’s in danger of being bought out by the Corporate 
Escape Room next door.

I DON'T WANNA GROW UP
Runtime: 3:20    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.     

A video about now wanting to grow up. Music by Viper Club. Directed by 
the Jack Vanderpol and Yellowbox Films.

Love Gov 2: A Crisis Not To Waste
Runtime: 37:03    Type: Comedy    Country: France

Shunned by a failed relationship of his own doing, Gov embarks on a new, 
more ambitious mission to “help” a group of early careerists seeking to 
establish themselves. This time, Gov works hilariously to create and 
manipulate a crisis to entrap and control his houseguests and ensure their 
dependency. Will Gov’s intrusive scheming last and doom them to uncertain 
and desperate lives? Can an entire community see through Gov’s folly and 
set a new course for success?

The Good Hearts Club
Runtime: 1:41:24    Type: Feature    Country: U.S.    

PECCARY BLOCK : 8-10PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

Convention Center
 SCORPION BLOCK : 12-2PM

Screen 1Screen 1

Starry Eyed
Runtime: 4:15    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

A young girl who loves space goes on an adventure of a lifetime in order to 
save a living baby star.

Milk
Runtime: 5:00    Type: Short    Country: New Zealand

When she sees an old man unable to pay for his milk, a young girl has a 
change of heart.



The Maroon Bomber
Runtime: 9:57    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Four siblings walk down memory lane with the family’s old, beat-up Ford truck. 
Their love is tested when the truck acquires a new, controversial, accessory. 
Will they still love their old friend?

Home From School
Runtime: 15:27    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

When a young girl, Naomi, comes home from school and finds that her Dad is working 
late, she must deal with adult tasks while finding time to do her school work. Her 
best friend, Rani, is there to help her and provide emotional support for issues she 
is having at school and the recent loss of her mother.

The City Behind Us:The Story of the Elmora Troopers
Runtime: 19:45    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

The Elmora Troopers, a Little League team from Elizabeth, N.J., made it all 
the way to the Little League World Series this year. Using sportsmanship, 
caring, and community spirit, to redefine what “win” really means, they 
caught the attention and love of their city, and eventually the whole nation. 
This is a story of how baseball changed Elizabeth forever.

#KidsonTech
Runtime: 54:00    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

Parents and teachers around the world struggle with their kids’ 
dependence on devices today. As Covid has forced our kids to rely on 
technology more than ever, “#KidsOnTech” looks at the impact on 
children’s developing bodies and brains, and asks: “How might we better 
prepare our kids for this digital world?”

SCORPION BLOCK : 12-2PM

SATURDAY, 12/4



TARANTULA BLOCK : 2-4PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

Future Ancestor

Runtime: 10:13    Type: Native American    Country: U.S.

Indigenous scholar and poet Lyla June challenges the status quo when 
she decides to run for House of Representatives in New Mexico’s District 
47. Future Ancestor follows her through a 7-day “fast for the future” on 
the steps of the Capitol building. Fueled by prayer and bone broth, Lyla is 
an unlikely candidate who reveals a new vision for leadership, urging 
us to “think seven generations ahead.

L'EAU EST LA VIE (WATER IS LIFE): FROM 
STANDING ROCK TO THE SWAMP

Runtime: 24:17    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

On the banks of Louisiana, fierce Indigenous women are ready to fight—to 
stop the corporate blacksnake and preserve their way of life. They are 
risking everything to protect Mother Earth from the predatory fossil fuel 
companies that seek to poison it.

ATTLA

Runtime: 1:00:00    Type: Native American    Country: Canada

Spanning his fifty-year dogsled racing career, ATTLA explores the life and 
persona of George Attla, from his childhood as a tuberculosis survivor in 
the Alaskan interior, to his rise as ten-time world champion and mythical 
state hero, to a village elder resolutely training his grandnephew to race 
his team one last time.

GILA BLOCK : 4-6PM

Father's Day
Runtime: 18:00    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

When a successful attorney named Jim Sexton gets a free coffee on 
Father's Day, it causes him to reflect back on his life, what's happened 
and what will never be.

I am the Warrior

Runtime: 7:52    Type: Animated Short    Country: Canada

A Residential School Story. A mother and daughter Fox have a 
poor relationship. The daughter wants to right the wrongs the residental 
schools have commit4ed to make her mother this way. She becomes the 
Warrior in her thoughts to save the young version of her mother, only to 
find her mother is the true Warrior after surviving Residential School.

Salt River Walk

Runtime: 12:00    Type: Native American    Country: U.S.

In February 2020, Sharon Day (Ojibwe) led a group of Water Walkers 
through the Arizona desert to walk for the Salt River. Through animation 
and live-shot footage, this documentary travels with the Salt River Water 
Walkers, describing this Indigenous-led ceremony as it creates community 
and builds relationships with the earth through the shared goal to care for 
the water.



GILA BLOCK : 4-6PM

DIAMONDBACK BLOCK : 6-8PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

Crocodile
Runtime: 26:20    Type: Drama    Country: Switzerland

Daniel has been suffering from Atopic Dermatitis since he was a child. 
After moving to the city, he encounters the highly superficial lifestyle of 
his new friends, forcing him to come to terms again with his skin 
condition. As his health deteriorates, Daniel has to face a suppressed 
chapter from his past and undergo therapy at an alpine clinic

Fraser Syndrome & Me
Runtime: 19:43    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

Filmmaker Kyle Anne Grendys, is only the 75th person to be born with the 
rare, recessive gene disorder called Fraser Syndrome. Having always felt 
alone in the world, she sets out on a journey to find her community and 
finally meets others just like her.

Bullied
Runtime: 1:07:35    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.  

The film tracks the causes and consequences of bullying, along 
with programs and solutions that have had an impact on mitigating 
bullying in schools.

Model Citizen
Runtime: 15:55    Type: Short    Country: U.S.     

Fates hang in the balance as a devoted father goes to the most important job 
interview of his life.

Lord Finn
Runtime: 1:27:52    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.     

Daniel Finley, a mentally-ill Native American of mixed race, struggles 
to reconcile love versus inner trauma, as do a storytelling female inmate, 
and a prostitute and car thief in a hotel suite.
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Nice Shoes

Runtime: 3:47    Type: Music Video    Country: U.S.

A sci-fi extravaganza that is as pointless as the lyrics. Over 40 classic 
movie references are featured in this epic music video.

Power Cycle

Runtime: 7:42    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

In the distant future, a young woman meets the one android who may have 
the key to save the city.

First Signal

Runtime: 1:42:47    Type: Horror/Sci Fi    Country: U.S.

When Air Force Space Command receives a signal from an alien satellite in 
Earth orbit an emergency meeting with the President reveals a government 
conspiracy.

SATURDAY, 12/4

ROADRUNNER BLOCK : 8-10PM

In the Sun
Runtime: 37:10    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

From Executive Producer Kerry Washington, “In the Sun” is a poignant 
and inspiring documentary that lets viewers in on the personal skin 
health journeys of seven families facing extraordinary circumstances 
as they uncover the long-term effects of living in the sun. The film 
introduces us to Dr. Shirley Chi, a dermatologist on a mission to educate 
and treat patients, while highlighting simple, but safe, ways to enjoy the 
beauty of sunshine.

Convention Center
JEROME BLOCK : 12-2PM

Screen 2Screen 2



R4CH43L

Runtime: 14:00    Type: Faith Based    Country: U.S.

Five year old, Bob, finds out that his Ukrainian Catholic family is hiding 
Jews from the Nazis in the barn that overlooks the Kiev Jewish 
cemetery. He is witness to the routine murder of his neighbors and 
friends. Fifty years after his family is punished for their acts of humanity, 
Bob has a chance encounter with the Nazi executioner. He has never 
forgotten the face in his nightmares. Based on the memoirs of Robert A. 
Kramarczuk, PhD.

An Inconvenient Time

Runtime: 1:46:58    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

This is the odessy through the Holocaust of Ruth Ravina who was two 
years old when Germany invaded Poland in 1939 and lived through three 
concentration camps by the age of seven. It is story of survival and 
triumph.

BISBEE BLOCK : 2-4PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

Dream Big

Runtime: 28:00   Type: Documentary    Country: Portugal

Neemias Queta is the first Portuguese basketball player to ever be drafted 
to the NBA.   This documentary recreates the athlete’s heroic 
achievement!  More than a historic moment, Dream Big makes us reflect 
on the meaning of fulfilling dreams and the importance of the role played 
by our loved ones in the process.

My Dream Goes All The Way To Iran

Runtime: 32:33    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

This film documents the intimate stories of six Iranian-Canadians 
as they share the most painful and beautiful moments of their journeys 
from Iran to Canada. It is a powerful portrait of the Iranian 
expatriate, an immigrant population that is often misunderstood and 
misrepresented. But it's also a universal story of what refugees and 
immigrants face, uprooting their lives for a hopeful future.

DOWN RIVER

Runtime: 29:00    Type: Documentary   Country: Peru

My films always touch on the working man. In this particular instance I 
chose a fishing crew in the Peruvian Amazon.What unfolds is a richly 
textured human drama.

GOLDFIELD BLOCK : 4-6PM

An Encounter with Banting
Runtime: 1:20:00    Type: Documentary    Country: Canada

"In Fall 2021, the world will be celebrating the 100th anniversary of 
the invention of Insulin, and the man who won Canada’s first Nobel Prize 
for it: Sir Frederick Grant Banting. But there is an untold story to this 
famous Canadian scientist turned artist, advocate for the Inuit and 
philosopher. This is a first person narrative as told by Banting’s 
detailed journal up until the day before his mysterious death."



Broken Birds
Runtime: 11:20    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

Broken Birds displays a bird's-eye view on the heart-wrenching 
disappointments of on-line dating. Lita is devastated after an upsetting break 
up over the phone; she desperately tries to figure out what she did wrong and 
how she could've remedied the situation. Her best friend, Vern, delivers tough 
love and a real wake up call to mend Lita's pain and distress.

Dreamover
Runtime: 1:39:33    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: Russian Federation

When life turns unbearably miserable, a lonely old man takes part in a 
medical experiment, reviving a long-forgotten story of his love.

TUCSON BLOCK : 6-8PM

MESA BLOCK : 8-10PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

Face To Face
Runtime: 20:00    Type: Student Film    Country: Germany

Who are you without your past? The man without memory is looking 
for himself. He finds a woman in love, a child and a dead man.

Night Shift
Runtime: 13:32    Type: Student Film    Country: New Zealand

Keira, a young female pharmacist, notices a drug addict following 
her on-board a train to the city. He threatens her when she refuses to 
provide him with unprescribed morphine. For her own safety, and his, 
she must act to save both of their lives.

Koreatown Ghost Story
Runtime: 14:32    Type: Horror/Sci Fi    Country: U.S.

In this supernatural horror tale based on a Korean ritual starring Margaret 
Cho and Lyrica Okano, a woman entertains a macabre marriage offer that 
would let her pursue her dreams, for better or for much much worse.



Absence
Runtime: 13:22    Type: Horror/Sci Fi    Country: Germany

Odd shining stars at the sky. Something is calling out to Lena. Her life 
is changing abruptly after a terrible event. Lost in emotions, her 
passion is leading her on a destructive way. As everything around 
Lena started to collapse, she is still figuring out where she stands.

Wicca Book
Runtime: 22:46    Type: Horror/Sci Fi    Country: Greece

This is a story about Wicca book. The book which devil plagued mankind 
with suffering. The all-powerful book of the Witches. But wherever there 
was evil, wherever an innocent would suffer, there would be Mia.

MESA BLOCK : 8-10PM

SATURDAY, 12/4

Breathless
Runtime: 7:17 Student Film U.S.    Type:     Country: 

A young man attempts to save his girlfriend's life after she begins to have an asthma 
attack. It is up to him to find the lost inhaler and get back to her in time before

Come close to me
Runtime: 18:06 Short Argentina    Type:     Country: 

An old abandoned house in Buenos Aires. Four female dancers. Four tangos 
interpreted by female singers. These elements intertwine in order to narrate 
through music and dance the evolution of a romantic relationship over time. 
Each room is a poetic space where different episodes of the lovers' 
encounters come to life.

Domicile
Runtime: 9:32 Short U.S.    Type:     Country: 

Mia's search for a home is complicated by an unsettling gift from a secret 
admirer.
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Psychikill
Runtime: 5:07    Type: Action/Thriller    Country: Canada

A married couple attempts to spice up their relationship by going camping 
only to be shaken to their core when two strangers come crashing into their 
campsite.



Highland Home
Runtime: 4:30 Short U.S.    Type:     Country: 

A poignant tale of longing and loss is revealed when a timeworn journal 
transports a young girl to a place of enchanting wonders.

Highline
Runtime: 1:57:00 Documentary U.S.    Type:     Country: 

SATURDAY, 12/4

Convention Center
SCOTTSDALE BLOCK : 12-2PM

Screen 3Screen 3

Ten days, Five Friends, One trek across Utah's Uinta Highline Trail

WWW.MESAINTERNATIONALFILMFESTIVAL.COM

Solaz, A Luxury Resort Collection, Los Cabos
Runtime: 4:30    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

A captivating destination, nestled where the Pacific Ocean and the Sea Of 
Cortez bathes the sands of the Baja’s Desert. An extraordinary location of rare 
beauty and enchanting heritage.

TEMPE BLOCK : 2-4PM

SATURDAY, 12/4



The Stream X

Runtime: 9:32    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

In the man-made waterways of rice paddies, the water in nature must 
follow artificial rules. In that way, nature is made abstract, giving rise to a 
new form of beauty distinct from the natural state. The theme of this work 
is the liveliness of water as it follows the man-made course.

The Living Sea

Runtime: 15:00    Type: Student Film    Country: Hong Kong

12-year-old scuba diver Ema sets on a quest to find out why corals around 
the glbe are dying but somehow in Hong Kong they are more resilient.

Voice of the Glaciers

Runtime: 19:48    Type: Student Film    Country: Norway

In the summer of 2019, four young adventurers, embark on a 
dangerous scientific expedition into the Arctic, with the intent of 
documenting the true story of the effects of the changing climate. Through 
Eric’s scientific degree in glaciology, and Kris' crucial knowledge of 
navigating the local terrain, working as an Arctic guide, the team approach 
the endeavor with open minds, seeking evidence, to determine fact from 
hysteria, about the rate of glacial melting.

Buzzkill
Runtime: 39:47    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

German pharmaceutical giant Bayer AG installs a light-hearted mural 
about bees in the quaint Oakhurst section of Decatur, Georgia. What they 
hadn't bargained on was the community’s offshoot conversation and 
response about the plight of bees, corporate-sponsored murals, fragile 
ecology and angry allegations of `greenwashing.’

Finding Tyler

Runtime: 20:00    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

In August of 2003, Tyler Johnson was a prized scholar in theoretical 
physics. Months later he was homeless on the island of Corsica, a fugitive 
wanted by the FBI.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L



The Roads Most Traveled: Photojournalist Don Bartletti
Runtime: 24:32 Documentary    Type:     Country: U.S.

Pulitzer prize-winning photojournalist Don Bartletti shares heart wrenching 
stories from his forty-year career documenting history as it unfolds.

Sockeye Salmon. Red Fish
Runtime: 51:00 Documentary    Type:     Country: Russian Federation

Sockeye, a species of wild salmon, is born in Kamchatkan waters and spends 
its entire life in the Pacific Ocean. Only once does it return to fresh waters - to 
give offspring, start the circle of life, and die. It is an inexhaustible resource 
that feeds billions of people on the planet, restored every year! But soon, we 
may find ourselves facing the unimaginable: humans will exhaust the 
inexhaustible!

Hypno
Runtime: 9:14 Documentary    Type:     Country: U.S.

Hypnosis has always been a subject of controversy. People often associate 
hypnosis with films or stage hypnosis, which are the main originators of 
negative connotations that surround it. However, hypnosis has been involved 
with therapy for decades and is referred to as hypnotherapy. This 
documentary takes the audience on a journey to discover the validity of 
hypnotherapy, by delving into the viewpoints revolving around it, and 
ultimately subjecting the creator of the documentary to hypnosis.

This is Dementia
Runtime: 49:31 Documentary    Type:     Country: U.S.

Dr. John DenBoer has made it his life's work to find a cure for dementia. He was 
personally impacted by this disease when his grandmother, a woman who 
helped raised him, was diagnosed with dementia and eventually passed. Not 
many people know what dementia even is. This documentary shares the 
startling statistics, the misconceptions about this disease, as well as 
preventative actions people can take.

Lights And Landscapes Of Northern Norway
Runtime: 35:42    Type:     Country: NorwayDocumentary

“Lights And Landscapes Of Northern Norway” combines ten unique time-
lapse animated short films to illustrate the diversity and beauty of Arctic 
Landscapes. Each episode has its own theme and displays either one of the 
arctic seasons or exceptional natural light phenomena (Northern Lights, 
Arctic Moonlight). Chronological combined the episodes tells the story of one 
“Arctic Light-year” in Northern Norway.

GILBERT BLOCK : 4-6PM

AHWATUKEE BLOCK : 6-8PM

SATURDAY, 12/4



SATURDAY, 12/4

AHWATUKEE BLOCK : 6-8PM

GLENDALE BLOCK : 8-10PM

Eyes Nicely Open:
Edwin Watters and the Economy of Merit
Runtime: 1:13:13 Documentary    Type:     Country: U.S.

It was the taking of another person's life in self defense and 97 days in the New 
Mexico County Jail that ushered Edwin to live off the grid, in a tent in the 
woods of Colorado to find healing from the trauma. Edwin's encounter with a 
broken justice system forces him to find alternative ways to repair the harm 
that was done to him and by him in what's called a restorative justice circle.

The Sylph
Runtime: 11:19 Action/Thriller    Type:     Country: U.S.

Jay chases a shadow of his mother, a vigilante known as The Sylph

Dij Origins
Runtime: 22:53 Shorts    Type:    Country: U.S.

A female detective, Dij, remembers her origins as she fights for the best 
aspects of humanity in a war-torn world in 2050.

RUINS
Runtime: 1:16:07 Narrative Feature    Type:    Country: U.S.

RUINS is the first pandemic related film that is told in the rebellious "TELL BUT 
DON'T SHOW" format. It is a futuristic story of six hospital employees told as 
found footage. Nine years after an infection that destroyed most of humanity, 
the survivors search among the debris to find clues of what really transpired. 
The excavation team finds a secure video package that tells the story of some 
of the staff in a hospital fighting the pandemic. The film portrays the trials and 
tribulations they face during complete chaos around them.

I N T E R N A T I O N A L



The World Has Gone Nutz
Runtime: 4:50 Music Video    Type:     Country: U.S.

How do you tell the story of the nuttiest year in recent history... and do it in 
under five minutes? Simple - you find a few very talented squirrels to re-enact 
it all! 

Mending Needle
Runtime: 3:49 Animated Short    Type:     Country: U.S.

A broken and battered stuffed toy fights for survival when a haunting creature 
suddenly appears and attacks.

The Cactus Cat
Runtime: 6:15    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

After being abandoned in the desert, a lone cat fights for survival until help 
arrives from the most unlikely of characters.

Trap
Runtime: 12:00    Type: Animated Short    Country: New Zealand    

A young girl fights for a sense of belonging.

There is exactly enough time
Runtime: 2:12    Type: Animated Short    Country: Austria

Oskar Salomonowitz, the 12-year-old son of filmmakers Anja Salomonowitz 
and Virgil Widrich, had drawn 206 frames of a flip book when he died in an 
accident. Using the remaining blank sheets, his father continued drawing the 
film.

hard way
Runtime: 1:00 Drama     Type:    Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

Mountaineering is on the way to the mountain, but its efforts are fruitlessBut....

SSccrreeeen 1n 1
Jarrod's Coffee, Tea & Gallery

AVONDALE BLOCK : 12-2PM



SATURDAY, 12/4

AVONDALE BLOCK : 12-2PM

Bread Fight
Runtime: 3:40    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

Simple, yet creative and a modern day moral story of sorts story line.1. 
Nothing unites two enemies like a common enemy. 2. You never know what 
can happen when you're minding your own business. 3. Stealing doesn't pay. 
4. Sometimes opportunity knocks when you least expect it. 5. Fighting for what 
you want doesn't always work out.

Justin and the Werloobee
Runtime: 10:56    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

Based on the published book, FRUIT OF THE VINE (Weisberg and Yoffe, 
Waldorf Publishing, 2018). In JUSTIN AND THE WERLOOBEE, we meet Justin, 
a sensitive, introspective boy whose physical features and personality make 
him a convenient target for many of his cruel peers. One night, he wakes to find 
himself on a mysterious island, which is inhabited by a horde of bizarre 
creatures.

A Journey to the Moon
Runtime: 2:30    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

Two little mice build a cardboard rocketship to go to the moon. Why you 
ask? Well for the cheese of course! However, they are captured by Moon 
Men and must work together to escape. It's a light hearted and fun 
filled animated adventure!

Tobeus & Toby

Runtime: 5:11    Type: Animated Short    Country: U.S.

After a scarring accident, a lone wolf must learn how to accept help from a 
new friend if he wishes to survive.

ECHO

Runtime: 7:07    Type: Animated Short    Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

The story of echo is about understanding and perception of wildlife 
and environmental abuse and its consequences on human race...

On/Off

Runtime: 7:00    Type: Animated Short    Country: Argentina

Endless distractions threaten to destroy creativity.

Distpatches From Vietnam:
Beer, Bunkers and Typewriters
Runtime: 4:18    Type: Animated Short    Country: Argentina   

Dispatches from the Vietnam War: Beer, Bunkers and Typewriters' follows 
the surreal and existential journey of a young soldier entering war for the 
first time.



SATURDAY, 12/4

AVONDALE BLOCK : 12-2PM

PHOENIX BLOCK : 2-4PM

Stigma
Runtime: 4:44    Type: Student Film    Country: U.S.

Stephen Davis and Emma Richard describe their deep struggles with mental 
illness. Delving deep into their feelings, they have a goal to be heard, and to 
help others overcome.

Keepsake
Runtime: 15:18 Short    Type:     Country: U.S.

A young girl struggles to carry on a basketball legacy without the help of life's 
greatest coach.

A Story Worth Living
Runtime: 1:36:16 Narrative Feature    Type:     Country: U.S.

Allison Foster and her childhood best friend, Melissa, find themselves 
attending the same college. Wanting to end her junior year strong, 
overachiever Allison receives a class assignment that goes beyond the 
classroom and encourages her to perceive life in a more positive light. Coming 
from a family that has a past of dealing with mental illness, Allison strives to 
obtain a more optimistic view with the help of her new boyfriend, Jacob 
Russell. However, Allison's merry shift of focus may be short-lived, as she did 
not foresee what was about to change everything.

I am the Warrior
Runtime: 7:52    Type: Animated Short    Country: Canada

A Residential School Story. A mother and daughter Fox have a 
poor relationship. The daughter wants to right the wrongs the residental 
schools have commit4ed to make her mother this way. She becomes the 
Warrior in her thoughts to save the young version of her mother, only to 
find her mother is the true Warrior after surviving Residential School.

Salt River Walk
Runtime: 12:00    Type: Native American    Country: U.S.

In February 2020, Sharon Day (Ojibwe) led a group of Water Walkers 
through the Arizona desert to walk for the Salt River. Through animation 
and live-shot footage, this documentary travels with the Salt River Water 
Walkers, describing this Indigenous-led ceremony as it creates community 
and builds relationships with the earth through the shared goal to care for 
the water.



SATURDAY, 12/4

GOODYEAR BLOCK : 6-8PM

CHANDLER BLOCK : 8-10PM

Once There Was III
Runtime: 6:33    Type: Avant Garde    Country: U.S.

3 women bound to a shared soul oscillating between the throes of brutality 
and piety. A visceral display of true sisterhood- they suffer together, thrive 
together and bleed together.

Cellphone Thieves
Runtime: 10:19    Type: Student Film    Country: Columbia    

Zeta is a teenage thief who routinely scavenges public areas for open pockets 
to pick along his mentor and older cousin, Elton. The dozens of phones and 
goods he steals along the way help him support his wheelchair bound father, 
an abusive alcoholic.

A Dead Sea
Runtime: 15:00    Type: International    Country: Israel

Kamel, a Palestinian man in his 50s, suffers from autism and travels with his 
paralyzed sister to the Dead Sea to receive medical treatment in seawater in 
the hope that it will help him treat psoriasis that has spread through his body.

Tavola
Runtime: 13:55 International    Type:     Country: Italy

A chance encounter on 9th Avenue between two Italian Americans awakens a 
trail of memories, traditions, and delicious recipes. A story about the start of a 
new friendship over some pasta and a glass of wine.

Seven Days in Helsinki: Conversations with Kyungmin Park
Runtime: 1:11:05 Documentary    Type:     Country: U.S.

Coming Up For Air
Runtime: 2:00:00    Type: Drama   Country: U.S.

When single mom Anna Russell, a ceramic artist, discovers that her son Stan, 
an outstanding college diver and academic star is unraveling, she must act 
quickly to avoid tragedy. In denial and mysteriously out of reach, Stan 
suddenly disappears. Anna must find him on a journey that highlights the key 
role caregivers play helping those in need survive a mental emergency and 
return to wellness.



You Don't Dare Know
Runtime: 7:20    Type: Student Film   Country: U.S.    

A road trip turns into a nightmarish hallucination as a young woman faces her 
own mortality.

Yellow Rose
Runtime: 28:02    Type: Student Film   Country: U.S.    

A woman who is mourning the loss of her daughter gets a knock on the door 
from a Drag Queen who changes her life forever.

Dark Hearts
Runtime: 18:00    Type: DRAMA   Country: U.S.    

A look into the lives of a couple whose child has gone missing. After living with 
the disappearance of their only child for months, they have no choice but to 
move on with life. But when ladybugs appear, Kelly believes it's a sign her 
daughter is still alive. Her husband isn't so quick to believe. One clings to the 
last bit of hope she has, the other is at his wit's end. Both hoping for a miracle 
the next time the phone rings.

BLUE MATTER
Runtime: 14:59   Type: SHORT   Country: ITALY    

It's a sunny summer day. Mickey is sick with the worst disease. He chooses 
Flo, an old friend, for a trip in his hippie van to forget about everything just for 
one night.

Winter Solstice
Runtime: 46:31   Type: INTERNATIONAL   Country: CHINA    

On the winter solstice night, the protagonists of the three stories met in a 
convenience store.

Jarrod's Coffee & Tea House
SURPRISE BLOCK : 12-2PM

Screen 2Screen 2

33

WWW.MESAINTERNATIONALFILMFESTIVAL.COM



SATURDAY, 12/4

PEORIA BLOCK : 2-4PM

PAYSON BLOCK : 4-6PM

Q: ghostly remote effect
Runtime: 19:43    Type: Student Film   Country: Germany

In the future. A hi-tech-lab. Scientist P is testing quantum-gynoid Q and sets off 
on a mission to an undiscovered nature. On the journey she discovers a 
ghostly remote effect between herself and the robot. Will she maintain in 
control, when nature starts changing?

The Cove
Runtime: 1:40:28    Type: Horror/Sci Fi   Country: U.S.   

In the near future, a pandemic has ravaged the earth. Fear, greed and 
destruction have made way for such terrors as famine, pirates, and zombies. 
CAIRO YAZID's, only chance for survival is to join forces with a curmudgeon, 
SOLOMON, also still untouched by the fatal virus, and he is the only one who 
knows the secret location of the safe place known simply as THE COVE

The Pinata
Runtime: 13:39    Type: Student Film   Country: U.S.

On the day of Mia’s twelfth birthday party, her family is excitedly preparing for 
another family-fun celebration with presents, cake, and most importantly, a 
hand-made piñata. However, when Mia’s two school friends join the party, they 
don't think the piñata is cool, and they refuse to hit it. Mia finds herself stuck 
between pleasing her friends or her parents, while still trying to figure out how 
to please herself.

Bambiland
Runtime: 19:59    Type: Student Film   Country: Serbia

Strahinja has just finished acting school and he works as a clown in a kid’s 
playhouse. Bambiland is a big amusement park in his home town which was 
open when he was a child. Now, it is an abandoned, creepy place and as such it 
represents a metaphor for Strahinja’s generation in Serbia.

Stand Strong
Runtime: 1:17:00    Type: International   Country: Japan    

The story begins at a hangout spot of four skateboarders. A random 
conversation leads them to create a team called “Crasher.” Together, they 
show up at skate parks and events where their skateboard tricks attract a 
growing flock of admirers.



SATURDAY, 12/4

FLAGSTAFF BLOCK : 6-8PM

Peace of Mind
Runtime: 3:28 MUSIC VIDEO    Type:    Country: U.S.

Stranger
Runtime: 4:16 Student Film    Type:    Country: U.S.

A young man shares his journey with autism and how it has shaped his 
perception and expression of self.

299.00 (F84.0)
Runtime: 5:28 Documentary    Type:    Country: Peru

From fragments of the daily life between a father and his autistic son, a 
declaration of filial love is shaped and the fears that both will have to face in a 
world that still rejects diversity are delimited.

Changes
Runtime: 8:40 Student Film U.S.    Type:    Country: 

A racist Karen has a change of heart after an immigrant flower-seller unfolds to 
her anunexpected act of kindness.

the sky is the limit
Runtime: 24:54    Type: Documentary   Country: United Kingdom

The film, produced by the mother, is about the life of her 33 yrs old 
daughter Emma who has Down's Syndrome. Despite all social, 
physical and psychological adversities she is a symbol of success as a 
prolific artist and emanates positive energy with calm, humor and 
affection. She is a genuine star!

HIV SAVED MY LIFE
Runtime: 1:12:07    Type: Documentary   Country: Japan    

Inspired by a true story about Paul's life with HIV and How it affected 
both himself and those around him

I N T E R N A T I O N A L



SATURDAY, 12/4

VISTA BLOCK : 8-10PM

Trafficked
Runtime: 10:17    Type: Short   Country: U.S.    

At the young age of 13, Anna Davis was enticed on social media by a 
trafficker using a fake profile. She was drawn into his web, kidnapped and 
trafficked. She lived a nightmare that she “could not wake up from” 
until she was rescued. She is now on the witness stand in a court of law, 
where she tells her story in hopes that there is enough evidence to 
convict her trafficker and sentence him to jail.

Trapped in the Trade
Runtime: 29:40    Type: Short Film   Country: U.S.    

The film highlights this insidious realm that is unimaginable to most: 
Children recruiting other children into the sex trade. They do this for 
financial gain, survival or sport right here in America, in our schools, our 
neighborhoods, our communities, through friendship and romance. 

The Box: Out of the Impossible
Runtime: 46:56    Documentary    Country: U.S.

At 20 years old, Maddie Caballo escaped the psychological boundaries of 
her family leaving her alone to navigate a world she did not understand. 
After years of traditional therapy, the discovery of alternative therapy 
finally led her back into inhabiting the body that she had vacated long ago.

Valora
Runtime: 11:42    Type: Student Film   Country: U.S.

Valora, is a coming of age film that follows the story of a young girl 
struggling to find her voice and courage when she needs it most. When 
arriving at a street corner one night, Valora witnesses a young woman, 
Tiffany, being abducted and finds herself as the only one with the ability to 
save this girl. Throughout Valora’s journey to do so, the film is narrated 
entirely as a poem.

Anchor
Runtime: 8:13    Type: Student Film   Country: U.S.    

Written and directed by Paige Irene Bruns, Anchor tells the story of 
Haleigh (Sierra Green), a bright and independent college student focused 
more on her academics than making social connections. Her best 
friend Cam (Sergio Myers) is a soon to be National swimmer and highly 
regarded relay anchor with an eye on the Olympics. A confrontation at a 
post swim meet celebration will ultimately determine if their relationship 
can survive conflicting priorities.



Tony and Ann Merritt Conference Center
SONORAN BLOCK : 12-2PM

Screen 1Screen 1

CAMELBACK BLOCK : 2-4PM

SUPERSTITION BLOCK : 4-6PM

Remembering Heaven
Runtime: 1:30:00 Documentary    Type:    Country: U.S.

National best-selling author Sarah Hinze and award-winning documentary 
filmmaker Tom Laughlin explore the origins of mankind - by taking a look at 
ancient texts, myths, legends and what past artists, poets, and philosophers 
really thought. For the first time ever on camera, you'll hear from people who 
have had "Pre-Birth Experiences" (PBE's) seeing children before they were 
born, "Near-Death Experiences" (NDE's) where people died and returned, and 
interviews with acclaimed historians, psychologists, scholars, and published 
researchers.

Journey Home
Runtime: 26:22 Documentary    Type:    Country: U.S.

Politician Man
Runtime: 3:34 Music Video    Type:    Country: U.S.

Politician Man, the debut single from Adrian Sutherland, is a protest song for 
Canada. The seeds were planted in July 2019 when his Cree community of 
Attawapiskat declared a state of emergency over contaminated water. At the 
same moment, insensitive comments from a politician in Ottawa sparked 
massive public outcry, a spontaneous response from Sutherland himself, and 
national media coverage.

We’re all sort of one bad decision away from where they are.”This film takes 
you inside a women’s jail in Arizona. With rare access, inmates and their family 
members tell their stories of heartache, pain, joy and triumph, and share how 
one program has forever changed their lives.

The World's Best Film
Runtime: 1:29:00    Type: Documentary   Country: Australia

In March 2014, Australian filmmaker Joshua Belinfante was told he might only 
have a short time left to live. Forced to confront his own mortality, he thought 
about what he would do with his life if he was somehow given a second chance. 
He realised that he wanted to travel the world and find people that were fulfilling 
what their inner child always dreamt of doing. At the time of his diagnosis, 
Joshua was studying to become a solicitor and had put off his dreams to 
become a filmmaker. ‘The World’s Best Film’ is an anthology documentary about 
13 individuals striving to be the world’s best at their passions.
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Out of Formation: Creative Drill Sergeants
Runtime: 22:32 Documentary    Type:    Country: U.S.

SUPERSTITION BLOCK : 4-6PM

CANYON BLOCK : 6-8PM

MARICOPA BLOCK : 8-10PM

An average of 17 military veterans dies by suicide each day. Out of Formation 
is an eye-opening short documentary that spotlights the mission of Creative 
Drill Sergeants (CDS). A 501C3 non-profit whose mission is to prevent 
Homelessness and Suicide among military veterans.

The Rabbit Hole
Runtime: 29:40    Type: Short   Country: U.S.    

During the end of the Vietnam War, Mason Hurley returns home after losing all 
of his men in combat. His family is hesitant to embrace his return, as they are 
concerned he has brought back the monsters with him. The more he tries to 
not deal with his PTSD, and lock it away, the more it comes to the surface and 
affects not only Mason but his entire family until it manifests into PTSD 
Paranormal Psychosis.

Alaska Long Hunters
Runtime: 57:26:00    Type: Documentary   Country: U.S.   

This award winning story follows the life of a young pilot who flew in Alaska’s 
frontier arctic. Experience the front-seat thrills of bush planes and helicopters 
operating in the most dangerous conditions on earth, airborne among the 
magnificent mountains, glaciers and rivers that only Alaska has to offer. Includes 
true-life experiences of accidents, comradeship, humor and heartbreak of life in 
early Alaska, gone forever when dismantled into parks in the 1980’s

High School: 50 Years On
Runtime: 1:28:00 Documentary    Type:    Country: U.S.   

Whatever became of the kids you went to high school with? And while you 
were with them in high school, what were they really thinking, feeling, and 
doing? What stories were they not telling to even their best friends?

Counting Bullets
Runtime: 

 

1:12:39 Narrative Feature    Type:    Country: U.S. 

One of 12 westerns in 12 months, Counting Bullets tells the story of a small 
group of cavalry soldiers who are pinned down in a canyon by the enemy. Over 
the course of a few days, they are forced to face their differences and rely on 
each of their instincts to survive.

Riders of the Purple Sage: The Making of a Western Opera
Runtime: 1:22:08 Documentary    Type:    Country: U.S. 



Tony and Ann Merritt Conference Center
PINAL BLOCK : 12-2PM

Screen 2Screen 2

The Silk Earrings
Runtime: 35:28    Type: Documentary   Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

The silk earrings is a travelogue documentary about the silk road. This movie 
is 36 minutes that filmed in China and Iran. This comparative and analytical 
documentary introduces two important areas in route of the silk road; Jiangsu 
province in China and Qazvin province in Iran. These two areas have been two 
major poles in route of the Silk Road.

Finding Courage
Runtime: 1:20:47    Type: Documentary   Country: China    

A former journalist for the Chinese Communist Party (YIFEI WANG, living in 
exile in San Francisco, struggles to settle into life in America while working to 
heal her family’s wounds from their tragic past. She is seeking justice for the 
murder of her sister at the hands of the Chinese authorities. 

SATURDAY, 12/4

DOWN RIVER
Runtime: 29:00    Type: Documentary   Country: Peru

My films always touch on the working man. In this particular instance I chose 
a fishing crew in the Peruvian Amazon.What unfolds is a richly textured 
human drama.

Decoding the Driftless
Runtime: 1:01:28    Type: Documentary   Country: U.S.

A wild ride of adventure through the air, across rugged landscapes, on 
and under the water, through a secret underworld, and across time itself 
to explore and decipher ancient clues of archaeology, paleontology, 
geology, and biology of the Driftless Region, with its captivating scenic 
beauty.

GILA RIVER BLOCK : 4-6PM
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MOHAVE BLOCK : 6-8PM

YUMA BLOCK : 8-10PM

Erzsabet and the Mystery of Inequity
Runtime: 38:04:00 Horror/Sci Fi    Type:    Country: U.S.

As they prepare for Y2K, two teenagers set out to find the legendary Mojave 
Payphone led by their mentor – the unhinged conspiracy theorist Captain Zeno.

Suite Nordeste - Zero a Tres
Runtime: 4:09    Type: Music Video   Country: Brazil

Equinox
Director: Bruno Carnide    Runtime: 3:28    Country: Portugal

Somewhere on the outskirts of Tokyo, whenever the days are as long 
as the nights, love loses yet another battle.

Survival Guide
Runtime: 1:20:00 Horror/Sci Fi    Type:    Country: U.S.

Follow 6 inner city youth on an outreach backpacking trip that turns into a magical 
fight for their lives! Will they make it home alive?

City Screen
COTTONTAIL BLOCK 12-2PM : 

An Inconvenient Time
Runtime: 1:46:58    Type: Documentary    Country: U.S.

This is the odessy through the Holocaust of Ruth Ravina who was two 
years old when Germany invaded Poland in 1939 and lived 
through three concentration camps by the age of seven. It is story of 
survival and triumph.
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COTTONTAIL BLOCK : 12-2PM

JACKRABBIT BLOCK : 2-4PM

BEETLE BLOCK : 4-6PM

Banho Maria aka Bain Marie
Director: Miguel de Oliveira   Runtime: 23:00   Country: U.S.

After her husband’s death, Maria lives her life as if nothing happened. As if he’s 
still alive. Every morning, she chooses his best suit. Prepares his favorite 
drink. Sets the table with breakfast for two. Until the day she finds an old love 
letter inside the pocket of his jacket. She’ll unveil a surprising love story.

The Soul of a Cyclist
Runtime: 1:13:11    Type: Documentary   Country: Portugal

Through a group of “classic” cyclists and their common interest in the classic 
bicycle, we’ll discover values that are being lost in our modern society, such 
as the importance of friendship, ecology, valuing the old, minimalism and, 
other important premises to achieve a happier, simpler and more fulfilled life 
with what really matters. As in life, in this documentary, bicycles transport us 
in our discovery, in our reflection

Natureza Morta 
Director: Bruno Fraga Braz   Runtime: 32:00   Country: Portugal

In the melancholic beauty of Lisbon a still life establishes an encounter 
with the memories from a distant past that questions the meaning of 
existence.  

Echoes of Fado
Director: Yuri Alves   Runtime: 8:48   Country: U.S.

Nathalie Pires is the first Portuguese American Fado singer to have toured 
internationally. Echoes of Fado explores the path of the artist.  From her fears 
and hesitations, to the family support to Nathalie looking up to her Fado 
godmother, the iconic Anita Guerreiro. More than a documentary, Echoes of 
Fado brings to life an encounter between talent and destiny.

Ze Pedro Rock and Roll
Runtime: 1:48:37    Type: Documentary   Country: Portugal

Zé Pedro, the legendary guitar player of Xutos e Pontapés, is the greatest 
name in Portuguese rock ‘n’ roll. He was its main driving force, not only as the 
founding guitar player of the greatest Portuguese band ever, but also by 
promoting the genre as a music critic, radio broadcaster and owner of Johnny 
Guitar, a mythic club and concert hall in Lisbon where so many bands took 
their first steps.
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BEETLE BLOCK : 4-6PM

ANTELOPE BLOCK : 8-10PM

Johnny White

Variations
Director: Ines Pedros e Melo   Runtime: 12:27   Country: Portugal

At the San Francisco Ballet School, young aspiring dancers come to 
terms with their growing pains as they strive to go pro. 

Director: Goncalo Santos    Runtime: 14:37   Country: Portugal

Johnny White, a rising youtube star, uploads a video that goes viral for the 
wrong reasons. Lost in a limbo of consequences, Johnny tries to regain 
the trust of sweet and friendly Lary and prove to her that he is not 
the guy everyone thinks he is.

Um quarto de Mim
Director: Ana Domingues   Runtime: 15:00   Country: Portugal

Marta was diagnosed with dissociative identity disorder taking us on a 
journey through the various rooms of her home and by the alters that 
dwell in her body inviting us thus to make an analogy between dissociative 
identity disorder and the human condition. After all, how many people can 
live in the same body? How many versions of ourselves can we have 
even though we don't have Marta's diagnosis?

Encontradouro
Director: Jose Afonso Pimentel   Runtime: 21:00   Country: Portugal

Four people meet during a train trip up the Douro Valley.

Gu
Director: Pedro Marnoto Pereira   Runtime: 15:00   Country: U.S.

A hapless romantic, steals a bicycle to visit his crush in the city. But as soon as 
he meets her his expectations are quickly thwarted.

A greenhouse 
Director: Francisco Pereira Coutinho   Runtime: 15:15   Country: Portugal

Ella starts her day with a surprise prepared by her husband Thomas and 
their two daughters. We follow Ella as she visits a flower shop, and 
witness the sexual tension between her and the florist, Dario. Meanwhile, 
Thomas has an extra-marital encounter in a hotel. We discover they are 
married under an open relationship agreement. Ella takes her first step 
toward change.



ANTELOPE BLOCK : 8-10PM

Em Junho
Director: Henrique Brazao   Runtime: 16:00   Country: Portugal
A spring day in the life of a changing teenager.      

  
Um Retrato de Borboletas

Director: Henrique Prudencio   Runtime: 10:40   Country: Portugal

A girl lives with different men in her house. They have expectations for 
the future. She just wants to give

Dream Big

Runtime: 28:00   Country: Portugal

Neemias Queta is the first Portuguese basketball player to ever be 
drafted to the NBA.   This documentary recreates the athlete’s heroic 
achievement!  More than a historic moment, Dream Big makes us reflect 
on the meaning of fulfilling dreams and the importance of the role played 
by our loved ones in the process. 

Cliche

Country: Portugal

Way

Director: Pedro Carmo   Country: U.S.

A man stuck in a dream that never seems to come true, challenges his 
fears in a foreign country.

Cuidado
Director: Sebastiao Salgado   Runtime: 13:00   Country: Portugal

“Cuidado” is the story of a love on the way to the end. Reality is presented 
through the eyes of James, an unemployed four-year-old with 
addition problems, who since his separation from Inês survives 
surrounded by the junk he has accumulated throughout his life. 

Os vivos
Director: Goncalo Robalo   Runtime: 24:22   Country: Portugal

Pedro returns to his childhood home. The abandoned house holds 
secrets, not all palpable, not all visible. 

Flumen
Director: Frederico Ferreira   Runtime: 18:43   Country: Portugal

In a village of the portuguese interior, David, a landfill worker in his thirties, 
has a hard decision to make: move in with his longtime girlfriend to the 
capital, fighting for their increasingly weakened relation, or go on 
living with his mother, that couldn't handle the household expenses by 
herself.



18 Main St Underground
PINETOP BLOCK 12-2PM : 
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Community College
Runtime: 4:09 Music Video    Type:    Country: U.S.

A young girl finds herself in the whirlwind of a new romance but, in an effort to 
impress begins to lose sight of herself in the relationship and must decide 
whether to stay with him or break her pattern of self-destruction.

Hearts Road
Runtime: 1:34:38 Documentary    Type:    Country: U.S.

Hearts Road was photographed in 95 countries and produced over a period of 
30 years. It represents one man's journey of evolution, his deep spiritual 
growth and ultimately his return to the seat of his soul.

Directed By
Runtime: 49:00    Type: Narrative Feature   Country: U.S.

The 72nd Academy Awards telecast aired on March 26th, 2000 live from 
the Shrine Auditorium in Los Angeles. Over 46 million viewers tuned 
in, and it currently stands as the highest rated Academy Awards 
telecast of the 21st Century. Critically acclaimed and technologically 
advanced, it was produced by the late Richard Zanuck and his wife Lili Fini 
Zanuck, and hosted by Billy Crystal. 

QUEEN CREEK BLOCK : 4-6PM



APACHE JUNCTION BLOCK : 6-8PM

GREENLEE BLOCK : 8-10PM

Banshee Avalon
Runtime: 19:10 Short    Type:    Country: U.S.

The story follows Avalon, a 17 year old teenager who is moving away from her 
best friend Ellie under mysterious circumstances. Avalon meets with Ellie at 
school to plot their final day together, until things get complicated when Will; 
Ellie's former best friend, pulls out a gun in the classroom. Dark secrets are 
revealed and terrible choices are made. Avalon and Ellie’s world will never be 
the same.

The heavy shadow of the crow
Runtime: 10:51    Type: Short   Country: Islamic Republic of Iran

In a dry, flat desert,Five bare humans grow from under the soil Around 
a crowGuides people ...Which is going to be a strange thing

Beautiful Violence
Runtime: 12:32    Type: Short   Country: U.S.

A powerful and gripping story about a white terminally ill businessman 
who uses racism to force an African American man he never met before to 
kill him in order for his family receive his life insurance money.

But Happy

Runtime: 9:59    Type: Short   Country: Ukraine

A young woman in a big nice house creates the design of the apartment while a 
very gloomy delivery man delivers the pizza at night. What do they have in 
common and how does she affect him?

Search Engines
Runtime: 1:35:00    Type: Narrative Feature    Country: U.S.

Sanity and relationships are put to the test when mysterious circumstances 
force a family to survive the annual American Thanksgiving holiday without 
their cell phones.



GREENLEE BLOCK : 8-10PM

Take The Vax
Runtime: 15:30    Type:    Country: U.S.Short

After the COVID-19 pandemic subsided, and people are getting back to 
their lives, Mark, a vaccine skeptic, soon realizes that he has no other 
choice but to take the vax.

Cry Wolf

Runtime: 11:30    Type: Short    Country: U.S.

As if sexaholics weren’t aggressively scary enough, it seems some of 
them have fangs with a thirst for blood as intense as their taste for tail. 
This off-kilter short film follows the life and slaughter of a few unbelieving 
souls and one girl’s mission to hunt the hunters and get off in a different 
kind of way.

Battu

Runtime: 11:25    Type: Student Film    Country: U.S.

An amateur ballet dancer pursues her passion of becoming a professional 
ballerina, but the mental strains of trying to achieve her dream causes her 
to unravel.

www.mesainternationalfilmfestival.com
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